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Harris Frank, a former real estate executive, has lent a  
hand to many local and national causes—including 12 years  
of service on the board of the former Jewish Hospital in  
St. Louis. He has encouraged his peers to do the same. 

“If we live in this country and this community and have the 
benefit of a good education, we have the responsibility to 
give back,” Harris says.  

But there was one type of giving he had never considered: 
Setting up charitable gift annuities to benefit his favorite 
nonprofit organizations while supporting his retirement lifestyle. 

“I had been involved in fundraising for 50 years and had 
never heard of this type of giving,” Harris says. “I know 
that there are dozens who would benefit if they knew what 
charitable gift annuities could do for their lives.” 

A charitable gift annuity is a simple contract between an 
individual and a nonprofit organization. In return for 
a transfer of assets, the nonprofit organization pays the 
beneficiary a set amount each year for life.

Charitable gift annuities are a good option for older adults. 
Harris says many people simply aren’t aware of this option. 
When his lawyer mentioned the possibility, Harris thought  
it was too good to be true. 

 

Security Through Support
After learning the benefits, Harris says it was a no-brainer. He 
decided to support key charities, including The Foundation 
for Barnes-Jewish Hospital. 

I N S I D E :
   Build a Ladder of Security
    Join the Legacy Circle
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Supporting a St. Louis ‘Icon’

Harris Frank set up a charitable gift annuity to support his retirement 
lifestyle and give back to Barnes-Jewish Hospital.



Harris was drawn to the Foundation out of respect for 
the rich history of Barnes-Jewish Hospital in the St. Louis 
community and the advances in medical research. 

“I’m impressed with what they have done over the years,” 
he says. “No question that Barnes-Jewish is the shining 
light for those of us who have pride in our community. 
Look at what they’re doing with science and research. 
It’s important we recognize and support the great 
organizations we have here.” 

Harris’ charitable gift annuity benefits the Marjorie  
Frank Fellowship Endowed Fund. The fund was created 
in 1976 by Harris’ parents to honor his late sister. Each 
year, the fund supports Resident Invitational Lectures,  
a series of educational events for medical residents where  
a guest lecturer shares new approaches in psychiatry. 

“It’s a privilege to be able to do something for such a 
great organization,” Harris says. “The hospital is really  
an icon of St. Louis—its shining star.” 

A Life-Changing Gift 
The minimum amount to set up a gift annuity is $10,000. 
Harris receives payments at a rate of about 8 percent each 

year from his charitable gift annuity. The rates are based 
on the age of the annuitant.

“I can go and do things I wouldn’t have been able to,” 
Harris says. “I know the money is there. And no matter 
what happens, I’m going to get the same amount.” 

Many people are attracted to the gift annuity’s steady return 
on investment—and the ability to give back at the same time. 

“I view it today as the most wonderful opportunity that 
older people like me could envision,” Harris says. “It 
changed my life. I can live how I do, travel and, at the 
same time, give to worthy causes. Where can anybody  
get a greater pleasure than that?” 

See How You Can Benefit
We would be happy to run a personal calculation 
showing you the benefits you can receive from 
a charitable gift annuity. Contact Joan Cheaney 
at 314-286-0704 or joan.cheaney@bjc.org, or 
return the enclosed survey to receive your free 
gift illustration, at no obligation.

Make a Gift and Reap the Benefits
Through a charitable gift annuity, you’ll support Barnes-Jewish Hospital, receive 
fixed payments for life and obtain a sizable income tax deduction—all without 
having to deal with investment worries or responsibilities. To learn more, send 
for our FREE guide Feel Secure in Your Retirement Years by returning the 
enclosed survey.

“ I view it today as the most wonderful opportunity that older people like me could 
envision. It changed my life. I can live how I do, travel and, at the same time, give 
to worthy causes. Where can anybody get a greater pleasure than that?”

—Harris Frank
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By establishing a series of charitable gift annuities over 
a number of years, you can build a ladder of security for 
retirement that ends with a charitable gift.

With a charitable gift annuity, you make a gift to The 
Foundation for Barnes-Jewish Hospital and in return we 
make regular payments to you for your entire lifetime. Plus, 
each time you arrive at a higher age bracket, you receive an 
increase in the payment rate you receive. 

Build your ladder one rung at a time for a secure future:

Step 1: Determine how much you would like to donate to 
us in a series of irrevocable gifts. 

Step 2: Lay out the frequency of your gifts to the 
Foundation. You might consider establishing a gift annuity 
every year for five years or every five years for 20 years. 
You can choose the number of gift annuities and the space 
between each one. 

Step 3: It is time to enjoy the tax benefits of your gift. Each 
year you add a CGA to your ladder of security, you qualify 
for a charitable income tax deduction for the value that is 
expected to remain for the Foundation after your lifetime.

Step 4: Get paid more as you move up the ladder. The rate 
you receive with each rung in your ladder is determined by 
your age at the time of making the gift. For example, the 
gift annuity you create at age 70 could pay you 5.1 percent 

of the initial gift amount per year for the remainder of your 
lifetime. Then the next gift annuity you create at age 75 could 
give you a fixed rate of 5.8 percent.

Step 5: Feel secure in the present and future thanks to 
your gifts. This donation option can give you secure, steady 
payments for the rest of your life. You also have the option 
to name a beneficiary to share equally in the payments while 
you are both alive or to continue receiving lifetime payments 
after your passing. 

You can feel good about our future as well, because any 
remaining funds will benefit our important mission.  

Build a Ladder of Security

Contact us to learn how a series of charitable gift 
annuities with The Foundation for Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital can lead to a secure future for you and us.

For a Series of One-Life CGAs

Age Gift Amount Rate
Gift Annuity 
Payment

Charitable 
Deduction*

65 $10,000 4.7% $470 $3,548
70 $10,000 5.1% $510 $4,152
75 $10,000 5.8% $580 $4,626
80 $10,000 6.8% $680 $5,065
85 $10,000 7.8% $780 $5,699

After creating five gift annuities, at age 85, you will  
receive a total of $3,020 each year.

What Does Your Ladder of Security Look Like?

* Based on annual payments and a 2.4 percent charitable mid-term  
federal rate. Deductions vary based on income earned.



3 Quick Steps You Can Do Today

Return the enclosed survey to request the FREE 
guide Feel Secure in Your Retirement Years.

Visit BarnesJewish.org/giving/planned-giving  
to learn more ways to give and to discover the 
benefits of joining the Legacy Circle.

 Contact Joan Cheaney if you have any questions 
about supporting Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

G I V E  W H E R E  C A R E  M AT T E R S  M O S T.SM

 
    MAIL      1001 Highlands Plaza Drive West 

  Suite 140 
  St. Louis, MO 63110-1337

PHONE     314-286-0704

  EMAIL     joan.cheaney@bjc.org

      WEB     GivingBarnesJewish.org

Contact Joan Cheaney 
Planned Giving Manager

Those who make commitments to the future of 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital through estate provisions 
or life income gifts are welcomed as members of 
the Legacy Circle. This planned giving recognition 
circle honors loyal supporters and friends whose 
gifts of future support are helping to ensure the 
continued excellence of Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

If you have included The Foundation for  
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in your estate plans,  
thank you! We would like to acknowledge your 
gift in a thoughtful manner. Simply complete 
and return the enclosed survey to request more 
information about the Legacy Circle. 

Join the Legacy Circle

If you no longer wish to receive communications from The Foundation for Barnes-Jewish Hospital, or if you have a change of address, please call 
314-286-0442 or email GivingBarnesJewish@bjc.org.


